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Description :  Description du produitNew York Times bestselling author Bernard Cornwell has written his 
masterpiece, a roiling saga about love, honor, belief -- and, above aft, about bravery in its many forms -- in 
which a young warrior's religious heritage sets him on a quest for a mysterious treasure rumored to be the 

Holy Grail itself.Thomas of Hookton is a young man but already a seasoned veteran of King Edward's army. 
His fearlessness and uncanny prowess with the longbow make him a natural leader in what will be 

remembered as the Hundred Years' War. Accompanied by a small but able band of soldiers -- among them 
Sir Guillaume (a landless lord seeking to regain his fortune as a mercenary) and Robbie Douglas (a Scottish 

prisoner spared by Thomas, and who now serves him loyally) Thomas is sent to Gascony to capture the 
castle of Astarac. But he has ulterior motives for accepting the charge: Gascony is the home both of his 
forebears and of the black knight -- Guy de Vexille -- who brutally slaughtered his father, a priest, when 

Thomas was a lad. It is also reputed to be the place where the Grail was last seen.While capturing Astarac, 
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Thomas learns of a tragedy in the making: a beautiful young woman named Genevieve, innocent if not 
pious, is to be burned as a heretic for refusing to adhere to the strict religious guidelines of the day. Thomas 

prevents the corrupt local priest from carrying out his "God given" duty -- a sacrilege that taints Thomas 
with the same heretical brush, and which turns him into an outcast, even among his own men. Eventually he 

and Genevieve have no choice but to flee across a landscape of blood and fire. While hidden away at a 
monastery, they learn of a plot involving the creation of an imitation Grail for a diabolical end, and they 
witness' the murder of a trusted priest at the hands of the man Thomas has been chasing his entire adult 

life -- Guy de Vexille.At last reconciled with his allies, Thomas leads his brave band in a bloody battle to the 
death, the outcome of which could determine the seat of power -- and the direction of Christendom -- 

forevermore.An epic saga steeped in myth and legend, Heretic presents a portrait of the fourteenth century -- 
and, especially, of the fate of the Holy Grail -- as only master storyteller Bernard Cornwell can.

Prsentation de l'diteurThe eagerly anticipated follow-up to the number one bestseller Vagabond, this is the 
third instalment in Bernard Cornwell's Grail Quest series.In 1347 the English capture Calais and the war 

with France is suspended by a truce.But for Thomas of Hookton, the hero of Harlequin and Vagabond, there 
is no end to the fighting. He is pursuing the grail, the most sacred of Christendom's relics, and is sent to his 

ancestral homeland, Gascony, to engineer a confrontation with his deadliest enemy, Guy Vexille.Once in the 
south country Thomas becomes a raider, leading his archers in savage forays that will draw his enemy to his 

arrows. But then his fortunes change. Thomas becomes the hunted as his campaign is destroyed by the 
church. With only one companion, a girl condemned to burn as a heretic, Thomas goes to the valley of 
Astarac where he believes the grail was once hidden and might still be concealed, and there he plays a 

deadly game of hide and seek with an overwhelming enemy.Then, just as Thomas succeeds in meeting his 
enemy face to face, fate intervenes as the deadliest plague in the history of mankind erupts into Europe. 

What had been a landscape of castles, monasteries, vineyards and villages, becomes death's kingdom and the 
need for the grail, as a sign of God's favour, is more urgent than ever..co.ukHeretic is the third book in 
Bernard Cornwell's much-acclaimed Grail Quest series, a series that many were initially cautious about 

because it represented something of a change of pace for the master historical novelist. But Cornwell quickly 
demonstrated that this period of history was well within his remit, and the sequence has proved to be among 
his most mesmerising work. Heretic begins with a bloody battle outside Calais in 1347, a short time before 

the city fell to the English. The sympathetic Thomas of Hookton is bending every sinew at the service of his 
master, the Earl of Northampton; after risking his life time and again, Thomas finds himself commissioned 
to track down the most sacred relic in Christendom, the Holy Grail. He travels to Gascony, seat of power of 
his nemesis, Guy Vexille. Utilising his archers, Thomas conducts a fierce guerrilla war against Vexille, and 
yearns for a face-to-face encounter. But then Thomas is routed and finds his campaign in shreds, facing the 
twin enemies of the church and the plague. In this third book, Bernard Cornwell ups the ante in every sense: 
along with the splendidly realised battle scenes (a Cornwell trademark), the evocation of the Middle Ages is 
more crowded and bustling than one might have thought possible without subsuming the protagonists. But 
most of all, it's the character of Thomas that powers the narrative; having his hero fall in love (sensitively 
handled here) sets off the ultimate conflict with his mortal enemy perfectly. Leave the 21st century behind 
and venture into a dark and foreign era--it's a journey you won't regret. --Barry ForshawFrom Publishers 

WeeklyCornwell is a master of the historical action novel, and he outdoes himself again with this gripping 
third volume in his Grail Quest series, set during the bloody Hundred Years' War (The Archer's Tale; 

Vagabond). For years, English archer Thomas of Hookton has been searching for the Holy Grail. Thomas is 
not certain it ever existed, but obscure clues link his family to the mysterious vessel. In 1347, driven by his 

desire to plumb the truth of the Grail as well as to earn money from the plunder of French lands and 
property, Thomas and a small group of soldiers capture a castle in Gascony, the homeland of Thomas's 
father. Thomas hopes to hold the castle against the French, raid the countryside for loot and draw the 

attention of his evil cousin Guy Vexille, a French nobleman who murdered Thomas's father and who may 
have information about the Grail. Vexille appears, but so does the army of a local lord, sent to besiege the 
castle, and the vicious brother of a treacherous and cunning bishop who is determined to secure the Grail. 
Fighting honorably amid extreme brutality, Thomas is aided by loyal English archers, English and French 
men-at-arms, local bandits, a Scottish mercenary and a heretic girl with unusual powers. Outnumbered by 
his enemies, he faces the might of a huge cannon and the power of the Church's greed-not to mention the 
dreaded Black Death. Most daunting of all, however, is the decision Thomas must make when he finally 



discovers the truth about the Holy Grail. Graphic battlefield action, strong characters and sharp plotting are 
Cornwell's trademarks, and his fans will love this latest melee.Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, 

Inc. 


