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Prsentation de l'diteurFor more than a millennium now Ernas humans have maintained an uneasy stalemate 
with the fae, that treacherous force of nature which feeds on the human psyche. Adepts and sorcerers work 
the fae for their own profit, while the demonic creatures who feed upon such efforts rapidly gain in power 
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and ambition. Now one of these demons, a Iezu called Calesta, has declared war on all of mankind.Master of 
illusion, devourer of pain, he plans to remake the human species until mankind exists only to sate his 
unquenchable thirst for suffering, and omens of his triumph are already apparent.Only Damien Vryce, 
warrior-priest of the One God, and his unlikely ally, the undead sorcerer Gerald Tararnt stand between 
Calesta and his triumph. Nothing short of the demons absolute destruction will save mankind from his 

unholy influence. But no one on Erna is certain just what the Iezu really are and no man has ever succeeded 
in killing one.Faced with an enemy who may prove invulnerable, Damien and Tarrant must risk everything 
in a war that will take them from the depths of Hell to the birthplace of demons and beyondin a battle which 
could cost them not only their lives, but the very soul of all mankind.From Publishers WeeklyThis closing 

volume of Friedman's Coldfire trilogy (When True Night Falls; Black Sun Rising) ably concludes one of the 
better fantasy series in recent memory. Even readers unfamiliar with the earlier volumes will quickly be 

enmeshed in the struggles of the Reverend Damien Vryce and The Hunter, Gerald Tarrant, to maintain the 
order of the planet Erna against the forces of the demon Calesta. The battle is made more complicated in this 
volume by the development of an allegiance between Calesta and Andrys Tarrant, a descendant of Gerald's 
who vows vengeance on his ancestor. Andrys is a bit too inept to ever seem threatening, however, and a bit 

too lacking in joie de vivre to come off as a classic Pretender/Fool. But the sections without Andrys, 
especially those focusing on The Hunter, are interesting enough, and as the final battles?involving The 

Church, The Hunter, the forces of Calesta and various people and factions whose alignments vary 
throughout the novel?are held around The Hunter's keep, readers will be enthralled. While Friedman 

introduces a science fictional raising-of-the-stakes gambit here that isn't entirely satisfying, her general 
mastery of her material should delight her fans. Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.From 

Library JournalDespite opposition by his Patriarch, warrior priest Damien Vryce again seeks the assistance 
of the immortal sorcerer Gerald Tarrant. While racing against time to prevent the enslavement of their world, 

the two men find themselves trapped between justice and retribution. Betrayal and loyalty assume ironic 
forms in this conclusion to Friedman's complex and compelling "Cold Fire Trilogy." The richly detailed 

setting and strong supporting characters give substance to a tale that explores the consequences of embracing 
evil in hopes of achieving its redemption. A priority purchase for fantasy collections.Copyright 1995 Reed 

Business Information, Inc. 


